Kate Walters – Live Instructional Video


Lesson: Introduction to Supreme Court Cases
(Two Days)

Lesson Objectives: By the end of this lesson, students will…

1. build background knowledge by viewing short videos on the history of the Supreme Court.

2. answer pertinent questions in regards to five important Supreme Court Cases of the past 50 years.

3. write an extended response, explaining choices for research topics. 

4. discuss, in groups, why these cases have a lasting importance for the nation. 

FCPS County Indicators


English
· The student will compose to persuade. LA.E10.20.06.

· The student will compose to inform by using appropriate types of prose (e.g. to explain a process, to discuss cause and effect).  LA.E10.20.01

· The student will extend or further develop meaning by explaining the implications of the text for the reader or contemporary society.  LA.E10.10.04

· The student will use various information retrieval sources (traditional and electronic) to obtain information on a self-selected and/or given topic.  Electronic sources include automated catalogues, CD-ROM products, and online services like Internet, World-Wide Web, and other.  LA.E10.20.04


School Library Media
· The student will explain the value of differing viewpoints. 20.05.a.  

· The student will state the importance of respecting the ideas of others. 20.05.b.  

· The student will explain the right to freedom of expression. 20.05.c.  
· The student will apply principles of intellectual freedom. 20.05.d.  

Assessment: Students will be assessed on their prior knowledge of the Supreme Court. They will also be assessed on their ability to determine and understand Supreme Court decisions based on teacher-provided summaries. 

Scoring Tools: 

· United Streaming Video questions

· ECR Rubric

· Group Discussion Observation

Materials:

· Computers

· United Streaming Video Scavenger Hunt Worksheet
· “Five Landmark Supreme Court Cases” Video

· “Five Landmark Supreme Court Cases: Questions the Justices Considered” Worksheet
· “Five Landmark Supreme Court Cases” Research Paper Choice – Personal Essay Prompt
· Court Case Group Discussion Roles and Questions

(Day 1)

Warm-up

1. Students will answer the following in their warm-up packet:

a. List at least three Supreme Court cases that you recall from Government class last year.
b. Explain the basics of each case in 1-2 sentences.

2. Discuss in partners and then as a class.

Guided and Independent Practice

1. Teacher will distribute the United Streaming Video Scavenger Hunt Worksheet. 

2. Teacher will project the United Streaming website on the front board. He/she will demonstrate how to log on to United Streaming and where to find the saved videos for the scavenger hunt.
3. Students and teacher will move to the computer lab, where students will have about 50 minutes to watch the provided videos and answer the scavenger hunt questions.

4. Students and teacher will return to the classroom and discuss the questions, focusing on the court cases that will not be available for the court case research project. 

Closure

1. Teacher will hand out the worksheet for the “Five Landmark Supreme Court Cases” video. Students should take the last 5-7 minutes and write down any information they know about the following five court cases in the margin of the worksheet:
a. Tinker v. Des Moines

b. University of California v. Bakke

c. New Jersey v. T.L.O.

d. Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier

e. Texas v. Johnson

(Day Two)

Warm-up

1. Students will answer the following in their warm-up packet:

a. List six facts you learned yesterday as you viewed the provided United Streaming videos.

2. Discuss in partners and then as a class.

Guided Practice

1. Ask the students to put the “Five Landmark Supreme Court Cases” worksheet on their desks. 

2. Discuss any prior knowledge about these cases. 

3. The teacher will explain that they will be watching a seven minute video about these five cases. The teacher will pause the video at the end of each of the five case summaries. At each pause, students will be given about 5-6 minutes to answer the Supreme Court question connected to the case. 

4. Show the video, pausing at the appropriate points.

Independent Practice

1. Once students have finished responding to the video questions, they will be asked to choose one of the five provided cases to research further, with their research project.

2. In ECR format, students need to respond to the following prompt:

a. Think carefully about which case you would be interested in researching further. Once you have decided, note your reasons for choosing this particular case in essay format. Provide specific examples from your observations, experiences, readings, and studies to support your choice.
3. As the students are writing their ECR (provide approximately 35 minutes), the teacher will circulate, noting which cases each student chose. The teacher will then assign students to groups of 3 or 4, based on their court case choices. 

4. Teacher will collect ECR and grade based on the FCPS ECR rubric.

Independent Practice – Group Work

1. For the final 20 minutes, students will work in their assigned groups to determine possible reasons for the Supreme Court justices to decide in favor of one side or the other. 

2. Teacher will circulate.

Closure 

1. The teacher will ask for some contributions to a closing group discussion about the conclusions they reached during their discussion. 

Name: ________________________________

Supreme Court Scavenger Hunt

Discovery Education Streaming Videos

Directions: Log on to Discovery Education Streaming

· URL: streaming.discoveryeducation.com
· Username: kcwalters

· Password: cherrypie

Once on the homepage, look along the blue  line running horizontally close to the top. Select “My Content.” Three tabs will appear. Choose the tab on the far left: “My Content.” All of the videos are listed here. Once you choose a video, a new window will appear. Simply click the play button beneath the video screen. 

For each scavenger hunt question, there is one video segment saved in this folder that corresponds with the question. Some vide segments will answer 2 or 3 of the questions. The video titles are indicated in the Video Bank below. 

	Video Bank:

· “Bill of Rights: U.S. Supreme Court” (Korematsu vs. United States)

· “Brown vs. Board of Education: The Supreme Court Battles for School Integration”

· “The Supreme Court Hears the Amistad Appeal”

·  “Limitations on the Supreme Court”

· “Miranda vs. Arizona”

· “The Justices of the Supreme Court”

· “The Supreme Court”

· “The Supreme Court’s Role in Government”

· “Decisions Involving First Amendment Rights”

· “Decisions Involving Discrimination”

· “Decisions Involving Personhood and Individual Rights”

· “Supreme Court Justices of Note”

· “The Judiciary Process of the Supreme Court” 


Questions:

1. What was the important end result of Marbury vs. Madison (1803)?

2. Since 1869, how many justices at any one time serve on the Supreme Court?
3. Who came out of retirement to face Thurgood Marshall during the Brown vs. Board Supreme Court case?

4. In the University of California vs. Bakke in 1978, who did the court rule “could” have a certain kind of referential treatment over others?

5. How is the Supreme Court different than trial courts?

6. Roe vs. Wade (1973) established what?

7. Who represented the Africans from the Amistad? What convinced him to represent them?

8. Why was Baker vs. Carr (1962) the most important case in Chief Justice Earl Warren’s career?

9. List two limits to the power of the Supreme Court.

10. What ruling did the Supreme Court make in 1966?

11. During the “conference” who speaks after the Chief Justice?

12. What happens when there is an empty justice seat in the Supreme Court?

13. If the Supreme Court is not a policy maker, what is its main purpose (in theory)?

14. What is one of the most important powers of the Supreme Court?

15. Describe the context of the Brandenberg vs. Ohio case. 

16. How many people of Arab or Muslim backgrounds has the Department of Justice detained since 9/11?

17. What was the ruling of Texas vs. Johnson?

18. What must happen before a nominee (nominated by the President of the United States) is accepted as a Supreme Court justice?

19. What is a specific example of a Supreme Court case that was held during a “special session” of the Supreme Court?

20. In the Dred Scott vs. Sanford (1851) case, what did the Supreme Court do? What did it take to overcome this decision?
21. What did Justice John Marshall (fourth Chief Justice of the United States) do?

22. Who was the only member of the Supreme Court who also served as the President of the United States?

23. Every year, how many cases are sent to the Supreme Court? How many (approximately) are heard?

24.  Chief Justice Warren’s opinion about the Brown vs. Board decision said… “The doctrine of separate but equal ____________________.” Separate educational communities are _______________________________.”

Name: _______________________________

Five Landmark Supreme Court Cases

Questions the Justices Considered

At the end of each section of the video, answer the corresponding questions below. 

	Tinker v. Des Moines
	University of California 

v. Bakke
	New Jersey v. T.L.O
	Hazelwood v. Kuhlmeier
	Texas v. Johnson

	Do the First Amendment rights of free speech extend to symbolic speech by students in public schools? If so, in what circumstances is that symbolic speech protected?
	Should a college or university consider racial or economic disadvantages in the college admissions process?
	May a school official perform a search and seizure in school on a student without a warrant?
	Is a school-sanctioned newspaper a public forum for discussion?
	Should the First Amendment (freedom of speech) protect desecrating a venerable object?

	
	
	
	
	


[image: image1.emf]Research Paper Choice – Personal Essay

Now that you have written a response to the five questions on the video chart, think carefully about which case you would be interested in researching further. Consider the following as you choose:

· To which answer did you feel most passionate?

· Has one of the cases had a direct or indirect impact on you?

· Do you feel that one has a more lasting effect on teengars than the others?

Once you have decided, write a polished essay where you explain your reasons for wishing to research the court case further. 
 Provide specific examples from your observations, readings, and studies to support your choice. 

As you draft, remember the following:

· Double-check for fragments and run-on sentences.

· Use multiple paragraphs to help organize your thoughts into coherent pieces. 

· Incorporate strong transitions to improve the flow of your syntax and organization.

· Use strong diction. 

Court Case Group Discussion

Group Roles:

Recorder: ____________________________

Leader: ______________________________

Timekeeper: __________________________

Directions: In your group, note the reasons why the Supreme Court justices may have ruled in favor of one or the other sides of the court case.

Court Case:



__________________
           v.

____________________

	
	


Court Case Group Discussion

Group Roles:

Recorder: ____________________________

Leader: ______________________________

Timekeeper: __________________________

Directions: In your group, note the reasons why the Supreme Court justices may have ruled in favor of one or the other sides of the court case.

Court Case:



__________________
           v.

____________________
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� WRITING RUBRIC


EXTENDED CONSTRUCTED RESPONSE 





LEVEL 6-100


The response is a thoroughly developed essay which fulfills the writing purpose.


□  Has relevant and complete support and elaboration which enhances ideas


□  Uses a precise organization strategy which enhances the purpose


□  Maintains a distinctive voice and deliberate tone


□  Uses precise word choice and evocative language


□  Demonstrates careful attention to audience understanding and interest


□  Has no errors in usage or conventions that interfere with meaning


LEVEL 5―92


The response is a well developed essay which attempts to fulfill the writing purpose.


□  Has support and elaboration which enhance ideas, although may not completely fulfill


     the purpose


□  Uses an effective organizational strategy that is consistent with the purpose  


□  Maintains a consistent voice and tone


□  Uses clear and consistent word choice


□  Demonstrates attention to audience understanding and interest


□  Has no errors in usage or conventions that interfere with meaning


LEVEL 4―82


The response is an organized essay which addresses the writing purpose.


□  Has support and elaboration to develop ideas which may be uneven or incomplete


□  Uses an inconsistent or unevenly applied organization structure


□  Employs an inconsistent voice or inappropriate tone


□  Demonstrates an awareness of audience understanding and interest


□  Has few if any errors in usage or conventions that interfere with meaning


LEVEL 3―72


The response is an incomplete or oversimplified essay which attempts to


 address the writing purpose.


□  Has incomplete or unclear elaboration and support for development of ideas


□  Uses an organizational structure that is inconsistent or unclear


□  Employs a flat to inappropriate tone and voice


□  Demonstrates little awareness of audience understanding and interest


□  Has errors in usage or conventions, some of which may interfere with meaning


LEVEL 2―62


The response is a poorly written essay which attempts to address the writing purpose.


□  Has support and elaboration that is inadequate


□  Uses an unstructured or confusing organizational strategy


□  Employs an unidentifiable tone and voice


□  Demonstrates no attention to audience understanding and interest


□  Has errors in usage and conventions, some of which interfere with meaning


LEVEL 1―52


The response provides evidence the writer has seen and is attempting 


to respond to the assignment.


□  Has no elaboration or support, or the development does not support the writing purpose


□  Uses little or no organizational structure


□  Demonstrates no attention to voice


□  Demonstrates no awareness of audience


□  Has errors in usage and conventions which interfere with meaning


LEVEL 0―42


The response is completely incorrect or irrelevant.  There may be no response.








